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the dr~ft reaches 6 minimal va and composes 2,5 -
3 mln. km • In the whole the edge of fast shore and drift-ice 
a with the slope of slightly mobile ice of the 
Antarctic regions. By late March a new period of ice formation 
begins. By the end of observati~n (in mid-April) the ice area 
doubles and reaches 6-7 mln. km • In spite of the common ten
dencies in the process of ice formation in the Antarct regi
on in some years the several variations in the rate of ice-for
mation and ice-melting were observed. Thus the presented diag-

as c va t 1983-1984 as can-
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ice were more severe. 
February the area of water was covered by ice by 
more than usual. the pa the season the ten-

changed. Figure 4 illustrates the extremal boundaries 
in light period of 1982-1984. 
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The most significant changes in the location of the bordes 
maximal development of ice cover were observed in centrmparts 
of the Indian and Pacific Ocean sectors. The average monthly 
edge of October 1983 was located 0 southward than that in 
last year. From the beginning December 198) till mid~le of 
February 1984 the ice area reduced from 13 to 4 mIn. km • Dur-
ing these months more severe condition were registrated. In 
December 1983 the area was by mIn. km2 more than 18 
year. By the end March - early 1984 the area ex-



tended to 5,5 mln. kro2 • In this period in 1983 the process of 
formations was more intensive. By the beg~nning of April 

198) the area of drifting ice was 1.5 mln. km • 
All the above mentioned examples show that the satellites pro
vide the valuable information on distant regions. The results 

satellite observations are of great practical value for re
searches. The material obtained can serve as a basis for imp
roving of the prediction of ice conditions in the Antarctic re
gion. 
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