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Address of Incoming Congress Director, Nicolas Paparoditis
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
I am Nicolas Paparoditis and I am the new congress
director. In my non ISPRS life, I am head or Research & Education at IGN, the French national
mapping agency and head of the engineering
school ENSG-Geomatics.
On behalf of the French community of Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Geospatial Sciences, it is with great honour that I am inviting you
to attend the 24th ISPRS Congress in 2020 in Nice.

This congress is supported by most of the French
major players in the field and will be enlarged
during the 4 years to gather all the French players.
These players all together have a very large number of researchers working worldwide with universities and foreign institutions in the field of ISPRS
and also the neighbouring fields (such as computer
vision, image processing, electronics, robotics,
etc.). This congress in France will, as a consequence, bring a large number of new scientists
within ISPRS.
Just a few words about the French community that
will host you in 2020:
France has been an important contributor to ISPRS
since its creation. The French community has especially been active in ISPRS in the last 30 years with
the event of digital imagery. Indeed, France has
contributed in all the fields and in all the commissions of ISPRS. From the acquisition of new sensors
and platforms such as spot and pleaides, the first
medium format digital aerial camera, to the processing of the data collected with photogrammetric
computer vision, to the storage, management,
visualisation, dissemination of geodata through
geospatial data infrastructures to finally the development of innovative applications such as
autonomous driving. There has also been in the
last years a common national effort to make freely
accessible high resolution earth observation data

and processing services for research & education
through a centre called Theia.
Where is Nice? On the Mediterranean Sea.
Why Nice? First because Nice is Nice and Nice is
nice!

Nice is one of the best places in the world to have
a congress, and is a leading tourist and business
destination famously known for its quality of life
and Mediterranean charm. And last but not least,
Nice, being my hometown, and knowing very well
ISPRS and its needs, I can assure you that Nice is
the best and the most adapted venue for the ISPRS
2020 congress and for the ISPRS community.
Nice is the world-known beautiful capital of the
French Riviera. It is perfectly situated between sea
and mountains at the French–Italian border with a
culture of its own.

It has not only the coast but also the mountains. If
you love hiking it will be a paradise.

Nice Sophia Antipolis is very attractive professionally.
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We have three possible time slots for the congress
booked for you and we will choose the best one
together with the council according to the needs of
the ISPRS community.

This candidature presented by the French society
of Photogrammetry and remote Sensing (SFPT) is
supported by the French community, carrying
operational or research activities in Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information
Sciences and also neighbouring sciences such as
computer vision and image processing. Indeed this
candidature is fully supported by IGN, CNES,
IRSTEA, IRD, INRIA, and CNRS which are spread
over the whole French territory.

In all cases, the outside temperature is between 22
to 28 °C with a very small probability of rain and
the water temperature is between 24 to 27 °C.
Difficult to do better than that…

Nice is a surprisingly affordable city, one can find
food and drinks adapted to his budget…. and I
hope you will be able to enjoy the sweetness of
the Mediterranean way of life in 2020.

These institutions all together have a very large
number of researchers working worldwide with
universities and foreign institutions in the field of
ISPRS and also the neighbouring fields (such as
computer vision, image processing, electronics,
robotics, etc.). Organising the 25th congress in Nice
will as a consequence bring a large number of new
scientists within ISPRS which are currently in
neighbouring fields, and to keep them on board in
the long term within ISPRS.
I will do my best to serve the society on the long
term.

