USING HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES TO MAPPING URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
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The use of high resolution satellite images has increased intensively  around the world, mainly considering their spatial resolution and cost of obtaining, if compared with aerial photographs. This research used Quick Bird products to detect urban growth associated to environmental degradation in the city of São José dos Campos, located at São Paulo state,
Brazil. This city is the most important one in the Region of Paraíba Valley, considering the process of industrialization. It was, and it continues being, marked by an intense industrialization, which started to command the growth of the municipal district after the decade of 50. It was observed that for the period of 1997 to 2003, the city spread over fragile environmental areas. It were verified that some examples of that are:

spring waters that were landed to permit urban expansion; high slope (higher than 30%) occupation by poor people. In fact, it was possible to verify that the main problem of the city is the occupation of environmental protection areas such as flood areas and  spring water.
