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On 26 December 2003, the ancient city of Arg-e Bam in Iran suffered an
earthquake measuring 6.6 grades on the Richter scale. Apart from the
enormous loss of life, some 70% of the built form, constructed from adobe bricks, was brought to the ground in a matter of seconds. This paper draws upon some emerging results from a study being undertaken by the UPC with research funding from the Generalitat de Catalunya, using satellite imagery to assess the extent of the damage caused to this
historic city. The study makes use of high resolution Ikonos satellite
images (1 metre), comparing images before and after the earthquake, to measure the change brought about by the devastating earthquake.  




