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• Regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region

• One of the five UN regional commissions
– (Santiago, Chile – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia – Beirut, Lebanon – Geneva, Switzerland)

• Home to 4.1 billion people (or two thirds of the world’s population) making 
ESCAP the most comprehensive of the five UN regional commissions

• The largest UN body serving the Asia-Pacific region with over 600 staff

About ESCAP



• Made up of 53 Member States and 9 Associate Members
– geographical scope that stretches from Turkey in the west to the Pacific island nation of Kiribati 

in the east, and from the Russian Federation in the north to New Zealand in the south

About ESCAP



So what do we mean by sustainable development?

• Regional Roadmap identifies the priorities for the Asia-Pacific region with regard to 
sustainable development



“Integrating Geospatial Dimensions for a Sustainable Asia-Pacific”

• 14 Goals: where space applications can significantly contribute to global framework
• 37 Targets: as prioritized by the space  community for the Asia-Pacific region



Trends in digital innovations and geospatial information

The integration of geospatial dimensions with digital innovations
• Digitally driven innovations have had a significant impact on the development of 

geospatial information services in the region

• Faster and more versatile digital connectivity, higher resolution satellite-derived 
images and geographic information systems have become increasingly accessible and 
available, generating more data to inform decision-making in real time

• The Asia-Pacific region is rapidly evolving into a hub of innovation

• Advances in digital innovations include the Internet of things, artificial intelligence, 
big data, cloud computing, robotics and automation

• Transforming the way in which people live, work and relate to one another



Digital innovations and the geospatial services economy

• There are more than 50 billion “things” expected to be connected 
to the Internet by 2020

• Miniaturization, advances in computer processing power and the 
convergence of space satellite imagery and big data analytics on 
human behaviour is rapidly expanding into the geospatial services 
economy



Digital innovations and the geospatial services economy

• The geospatial services economy can be considered as an 
intersection of the space economy, the digital economy and the 
information economy

Source: ESCAP/74/16



3rd Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for 
Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific
• Held on 10 October 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand. It presented ministers with 

documents including:

1. Ministerial Declaration on space applications for sustainable 
development in Asia and the Pacific

2. Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sustainable 
Development (2018-2030)



Participants

• 13 Ministers, Vice-Ministers and Ambassadors  from members 
and associate members of ESCAP

• 111 participants from 30 members and associate members, as 
well as one permanent observer of ESCAP

• Four UN organizations &  specialized agencies, five international 
organizations & other entities 



Media surrounding the event
Traditional media
• 6 media organizations covered the session 

Social media and website
• Twitter: 16 tweets shared, including 2 videos with 360 views. Total 

engagement: 445, Reach: 25,659
• Facebook: 8 posts, including 2 videos with 4,082 views. Total engagement: 

810, Reach: 20,510 
• YouTube: 2 videos, 185 views
• Instagram:, 9 posts including 2 videos with 8,944 views. Total engagement: 

1,057, Reach: 47,079
• Flickr: 10 photos in one album with 7 views 
• Media outreach: 1 press release, 1 media advisory.
• Multimedia: 1 thematic short video for social media and supported recording 

of opening video produced by IDD
• Website: 1,069 pageviews



Outcomes of the Ministerial Conference
Decision 1
• Adopted the Ministerial Declaration on Space Applications for Sustainable 

Development in Asia and the Pacific, and the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on 
Space Applications for Sustainable Development (2018–2030)

Decision 2
• Supported the issuance of a biennial report on space and geospatial 

applications for sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific that will guide 
policy actions over the implementation period of the Plan of Action 

Decision 3
• Decided to convene a fourth Ministerial Conference to coincide with the end of 

the phase-I implementation and the start of the phase-II implementation of the Plan 
of Action



Outcomes of the Ministerial Conference

Ministerial Declaration on Space Applications for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and the Pacific

• Encouraged countries to work together and to mainstream the 
space and geospatial information applications in all 
appropriate aspects of sustainable development

• Pledged to continue to work collectively and assiduously 
towards the emergence of Asia and the Pacific as a model 
region for cooperation in space technology applications



Outcomes of the Ministerial Conference

Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space 
Applications for Sustainable Development 
(2018–2030)

Vision 
• Member States in the Asia-Pacific region 

can access, use and develop space 
science, technology and its applications to 
the fullest extent at the national and regional 
levels to achieve the goals set out in the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



Overview

• 188 actions in six thematic areas that contribute to 37 Targets of 14 SDGs for 2030 Agenda and 
SFDRR 

• Capacity building and technical support has been recommended as priority in implementing the Plan 
of Action

1. Research and 
knowledge sharing

2. Capacity building 
and technical support

3. Intergovernmental 
discussions and 

regional practices

Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for 
Sustainable Development (2018–2030)



Process of formulating the regional plan of action (2018-2030)
Inclusive, collective, open and driven by country needs

Goals set-up
20th Session 
of the ICC on 

RESAP,
31 October to 
1 November 

2016

Vison and 
Mission 
defined

21st Session 
of the ICC on 

RESAP
9 to 12 

October 2017

Drafting 
Committee 
established
Nominated 

by members 
and 

associate 
members 
February 

2018

First Draft of 
plan of 
action 

endorsed
1st Meeting of 
the Drafting 
Committee,
31 May to 1 
June 2018

Second 
draft plan of 
action and 
ministerial 
declaration 

endorsed by
22nd Session 
of the ICC on 

RESAP 
30 August  

2018

Second 
draft 

circulated to 
Seats of 

Government
for 

coordination 
7 September 

2018 

Finalize the 
draft plan of 
action and 
ministerial 
declaration

Ad-hoc 
meeting of 

the ICC plus,  
on RESAP, 
8-9 October 

2018

Adopted at 
the 3rd 

Ministerial 
Conference 
on Space 

Applications 
for 

Sustainable 
Development 
10 October 

2018

Submission for 
expected 

endorsement
75th session of 

ESCAP 
Commission, 

May 2019

Milestones



Means of implementation

• An ongoing collective effort

• Foresees enhanced cooperation and partnerships at the regional 
level, between existing RESAP members, intergovernmental 
mechanisms, international and technical organizations

• Leverages existing capacities in the region

• Primary responsibility of funding lies with national governments. 
Contributions will be sought and a Trust Fund is proposed to be 
established to support implementation.



Review phases of the plan of action

As the plan of action covers a long implementation period until 2030, 
the ICC, at its 22nd Session, also recognised the need to review and 
amend the Plan of Action periodically to reflect the evolving needs of 
countries, emerging technologies, shifting priorities and unforeseen 
challenges arising in the region.

• As a result, a phased review has been suggested over 4-year 
periods. 

• The ICC noted that different sub-regions and countries have their 
own priorities.

Phase 1 
2018-
2022

Phase 2 
2022-
2026

Phase 3 
2026-
2030



Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications 
for Sustainable Development (2018–2030)
Can be found on the meeting webpage:
https://www.unescap.org/intergovernmental-meetings/third-
ministerial-conference-space-applications-sustainable-
development

As an annex to the final report under ‘post-session’

https://www.unescap.org/intergovernmental-meetings/third-ministerial-conference-space-applications-sustainable-development


Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications 
for Sustainable Development (2018–2030)

In the process of creating this into a brochure 
and colourful matrix for ease of reference



Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications 
for Sustainable Development (2018–2030)

We welcome contribution from your organisations 
under the Plan of Action (2018-2030)



Thank you!
Questions?

Syed T. Ahmed
Space Applications Section
syed.t.ahmed@un.org

@THE_GIS_GUY (personal) 

ESCAP
www.unescap.org

@UNESCAP
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